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It is with pleasure and great expectations that we welcome our audience to the international mini festival PanCreas. The festival marks the culmination of Kitt Johnson’s year-long, intensive work with the theme of Body, Anatomy and Choreography.  

Assisted by foreign and Danish performing artists, scientists and teachers, we invite the public to a dissection of the expressive anatomy. With an unusual mixture of artistic intuition and scientific scalpel, we uncover the performer’s most fundamental instrument: the body.
PanCreas takes place first at K2 in Copenhagen and then moves on to Archauz in Aarhus.
The programme
PanCreas offers a unique opportunity to experience Kitt Johnson’s three anatomical performances in the same programme: ’Aortas Partitur’, ’Rankefod’, and ’Palimpsest’. A trilogy of works that have all been created on the theme of Body, Anatomy, and Choreography in the years 2003-06. Since its premiere, ’Rankefod’ has toured with enormous success in Europe, the Far East, North America and Russia.
The festival is also proud to present three new, commissioned works with an anatomical focus: ’Skeleton’ by Compagnie Mossoux-Bonté from Belgium, ’Hello Nervous System’ by Otto Ramstad from the US, and ’Bag om ryggen’ (‘Behind the back’) by Danish Anders Christiansen. The artists have been selected for this project for their innovative work with the body and anatomy in a performing arts perspective.
In Copenhagen we also offer an international seminar where the human anatomy will be investigated from a scientific as well as artistic angle, through presentations by scientists and performers alike. The seminar will focus on the abdominal brain and mirror neurons, and will be an important forum for exchange of experiences with work in the anatomical field. This process of exchange will be continued in the four artist talks on the programme.
The festival includes three BMC-based workshops by Regina Biermann (Germany) and Otto Ramstad (USA), respectively. The philosophy behind Body-Mind Centering is founded on an understanding of the body in which objective knowledge about anatomy, physiology and biomechanics is juxtaposed with the subjective and more intuitive experience of the body.
Last but not least, the visual artist and performer Theophanis Melas creates an exhibition under the title of ’Ears and Middle Powers’, an investigation of the body and the text among less explicit power relations. The exhibition will be presented first at K2 and subsequently at Archauz.
KITT JOHNSON’S THREE ANATOMICAL PERFORMANCES


The press wrote:

“Brilliant, original and stirring ... a mystical exploration of our own insides ... a journey towards the soul, beyond the stuff of anatomy ...”
Erik Aschengreen on ‘Aortas Partitur’, 27th May ’03, Berlingske Tidende, Denmark.
“It’s not very often that a choreographer creates something that is unlike something you’ve ever seen before – from start to finish… There is a strange, haunting beauty to Rankefod, the first must-see performance of the dance season.”

Susan Walker on ’Rankefod’, Toronto Star, Canada, 17th October ’08

“Kitt Johnson creates something really unique when she turns the body inside out, lending balance new poise, or conjures up a different and unexpected insight, extracted from the anatomy’s smallest details ... absolutely a must-see experience.”
Majbrit Hjelmsbo on ’Palimpsest’, Weekendavisen, 24th February '06.
THE ARTISTS CONTRIBUTING TO PANCREAS
Anders Christiansen (DK), www.anderschristiansen.dk

Choreographer, dancer, and performer. Works in the crossroads between installation art, performance and dance. Since the 90’s he has created solos and ensemble works with the aim to challenge the audience’s usual understanding of dance and the body. Anders Christiansen’s solo for PanCreas is supported by ’Kunstrådets Scenekunstudvalgs Aktualitetspulje’.
Compagnie Mossoux-Bonté (BE), www.mossoux-bonte.be

Performance company established in 1985 by Nicole Mossoux & Patrick Bonté. Their work is in the borderland between dance and theatre. Each performance attempts to find its own language in a fusion between the two art forms. The works focus on creating a strong presence in the actor or dancer and thereby to move the spectator emotionally.

Otto Ramstad (USA), www.bodycartography.org 

Dancer and co-founder of The Body Cartography Project, whose mission it is to investigate the body’s relationship to the physical, architectural, climatic, technological, and social landscapes of our urban/wilderness and private/public spaces. Otto Ramstad also performs as a dancer in Kitt Johnson’s ’Palimpsest’.

Theophanis Melas (Grækenland/ DK)

Poet, translator, visual artist/performer. His artistic production is characterised by a critical approach to the image, language, movement, and ”content”. I recent years, he has worked on the project SKARXES, Scandinavian Report on Xenophonic Studies, which consists of installations, objects, text, and performance. 

WORKSHOP IN EXPRESSIVE ANATOMY
Kitt Johnson gets you warmed up for the festival already on February 20-22 with the workshop Expressive Anatomy – more info: www.kittjohnson.dk

PHOTOS
Please download at www.pancreas.dk
MORE INFO
Please contact manager Aline Storm at x-act@kittjohnson.dk or tel. +45 29 91 87 13

SUPPORT
The PanCreas project is co-produced with the venues Kaleidoskop and Archauz. 

Kitt Johnson X-act receives funding from the Danish Arts Council, Augustinus Fonden, Wilhelm Hansen Fonden, and Statens Teaterskoles Efteruddannelse.
ABOUT KITT JOHNSON X-ACT
Kitt Johnson is the artistic director of the company X-act, founded in 1992 in collaboration with the composer and musician Sture Ericson. Both in Denmark and abroad there is great interest for Kitt Johnson’s distinctive artistic universe, and the company has toured widely across four continents. Through her wide-ranging work with the language of choreography, a unique sense for space and stage effects plus her sublime body control, Kitt Johnson has created a personal expression and sureness of style. In her performances she creates intense and surprising tableaux that investigate the deepest layers of Human Nature. X-act has received continuous support from the Danish Arts Council since 1999.

Best regards,
Aline Storm, manager
Kitt Johnson X-act
www.pancreas.dk
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Kitt Johnson in ‘Rankefod’.


Photo: Per Morten Abrahamsen





An international festival on the theme of 


Body, Anatomy, and Choreography





Kaleidoskop K2/Copenhagen 15 – 25 April 2009  


Archauz/Aarhus 27 April – 6 May 2009





Revival of Kitt Johnson’s anatomical trilogy


3 world premieres by international choreographers


1-day seminar on The Expressive Anatomy


3 workshops based on Body-Mind Centering


4 ‘meet the artist’-events 


Exhibition in the theatre foyers
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Palimpsest. Photo: Per Morten Abrahamsen





Aortas Partitur, 2003, an ensemble work for five female performers 


(Mari Mägi, Nadine Milzner, Mette Aakjær, Esther Wrobel, Louise Hyun 


Dahl) and with live music. In this performance Kitt Johnson took her 


first great excursion into the anatomical theme. 





Rankefod, 2005, a work for a female soloist (Kitt Johnson) and with 


live music. The performance concentrates on the body’s evolutionary 


memory.





Palimpsest, 2006, an ensemble work for five male performers


(Alexandre Bourdat, Samuel Gustavsson, l-o-b-o, Otto Ramstad,


Milos Sofrenovic) and with live music. Palimpsest maps the skin and 


the senses.











