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Press release, 16th September 2005 
Kitt Johnson Goes to the Opera
Kitt Johnson will be working with two opera houses in the coming months; for the opera in Lille, France she will create a site specific solo, and for the Finnish National Opera Ballet she is working on a solo choreography for one of the company’s senior dancers. 



En Route to Lille

The opera house in Lille has asked Kitt Johnson to create a site specific performance for their recently renovated venue. The performance will be presented in connection with the public outreach programme named “Happy Days!”. The concept was a huge success last season.

“en Route” is not the title of a performance. It is the designation of a process which so far has led to three performances and one film sequence. “en Route” is the journey of a figure. It travels through different circumstances, locations and states. In its suitcase it carries choreographic material. In confrontation with new conditions this material will be expanded, renewed, discarded or replaced as required.

This figure was first developed in 1998 in the site specific art project “Second Hand”, Provinz Europa at Schloss Plüschow, former DDR. In 1999 it appeared in the prize winning stage performance “Stigma”, Denmark. This performance is still touring (and can be seen on our new promotional DVD).

In 2003 it showed up in the site specific performance “House of Absence”, Festivalle de la Nouvelle Danse Uzés, France. And later that same year in the dance film “Quintet” by Cathrine Maximoff, Arte. 

Kitt Johnson creates the choreography, dance and costume. The music will be especially composed and performed by Sture Ericson. 

Three performances are planned for Saturday 1st October 2005.

Website:
Opéra de Lille: http://opera-lille.fr



“Passage” to Finland

Yet another opera house has commissioned a work by Kitt Johnson. The Finnish National Ballet’s director Dinna Björn has asked Kitt to create a piece for the company’s solo dancer Anneke Lönnroth. 

The creative process has started with Anneke’s visit to Copenhagen this week. Material is being conceieved by the choreographer and dancer in unison on the basis of the following concept:

Dying or being born, there is no returning.

Growing up or growing old, there is no reversing.

Your journey progresses through the Passage of Becoming…. 

The choreography is part of the NOKO project, in which the 4 largest Nordic ballet companies collaborate. 16 performances, 16 chorographers and 4 nations will come together in order to create the necessary means for stimulating, developing and profile of Nordic choreographers.

”Passage” will premiere in Helsinki on 19th May 2006. The performance is expected to be shown in Norway, Sweden and Denmark at a later date.

Website:
Finnish National Opera: http://www.operafin.fi



You are naturally most welcome to contact me for further information.

Yours sincerely,
Kitt Johnson X-act

Peter Jentzsch




















































































