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Rankefod

The next performance in Danish choreographer and dancer Kitt Johnson’s ever expanding oeuvre is Rankefod. Rankefod is an evolutionary solo performance in celebration of the origin of the species.
The prae-archaic body and senses live on in contemporary humans - just there on the other side of the cell wall in the primordial slime - like living pockets of memories from the time before homo erectus, awaiting a password. 
Rankefod registers as number two on the list of X-act performances which focus on Body, Anatomy and Choreography. Whereas number one, Aortas Partitur (2003), with its first general excavation of the body, dealt widely with all of the emerging energies, qualities and images, Rankefod will concentrate specifically on uncovering the body’s evolutionary memory, beyond its physical reality.
Rankefod; Danish for Cirripede - one of the Cirripedia, a degenerate class of Crustacea, the barnacles and acorn-shells. Also cirripede. From Latin, cirrus, a curl, pes, pedis, foot.

>>> Working with Rankefod
Kitt Johnson has proved to us in performance after performance that she has a rare talent as a dancer and choreographer. In the creative process she works together with the composer and musician Sture Ericson, among others. Ericson will be responsible for composing the soundscape for Rankefod. 

Sture Ericson has collaborated with Kitt Johnson for 12 years – as has been the case in connection with the solo The Mirror (2002). This performance received the prestigious Danish Reumert Award in 2003 and was enthusiastically received by the New York Times, the Village Voice etc. at the company’s New York debut in October 2004.

Kitt Johnson X-act operates with dance, sound, light and space. Sture Ericson’s soundscape for Rankefod will consist of an electro acoustic composition. As a concept this composition will only make use of natural sounds from recordings of a large number of animals. This material will then be adapted and transformed with electronic techniques. The process will result in a library of compository building bricks, which will have gained their own autonomous identity after having been subjected to numerous generations of electronic transformations. More or less manifested reminiscences of their sources will still be identifiable, however. 

>>> Workshops etc.

The following workshop and presentation will be held in English:

14th – 17th April 2005
Body Mind Centering Workshop – by Regina Biermann
Close to the center line of the body we find an energetically connected 

network embodied within the endocrine glands. Each of these glands has a 

governing effect over particular senses, perceptions and organs and 

expresses a unique quality of mind and feeling. They touch every phase and subjekt of life, from the process of birth to the process of dying. They 

express all aspects of life experience.

The endocrine glands can be seen as the deepest source of creativity within our physical body. Through working with this energetically network we can connect to and enter our creative potential on a physical level. The tools we use are experiencial anatomy and physiology, ideokinesis, movement and hands-on-work.

This workshop can be interesting for people of all disciplines of the arts, 

either performing arts or e.g. writing, painting, sculpturing ...

For further information on the workshop please contact Mia Rosenkilde at “Ørkenfortet”, tel.: +45 32 54 31 53.

16th April 2005 - 5.30-6.30 p.m.
The Evolutionære Memory of the Human Body (Work Demonstration)
Regina Biermann will present a work demonstration at Brøndsalen for all interested parties. Free.
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Regina Biermann is a dancer and choreographer based in Germany. She has studied New Dance and Contact Improvisation in Germany, Holland and the USA. She has been educated as a Body Mind Centering teacher and has many years of teaching experience.  She also teaches Release Techniques and Choreography.

>>> Contributors

Kitt Johnson, Denmark 
Kitt Johnson is a choreographer and dancer whose background lies in elite sports, modern and new dance, martial arts, German Expressionism and butoh. With this ballast as her point of departure, and by including sound, light and space on an even footing with dance and movement, she has created her own strongly personal expression. In her performances she creates intense and surprising tableaux, which investigate the deepest layers of Human Nature.

Kitt Johnson X-act has received great recognition in her native Denmark as well as abroad. Her company has been awarded the prize of the Danish Arts Council ’99, the prestigious Reumert Award ’03 and has been listed on the New York Times’ top 10 list of dance highlights ’03, resulting from their applauded appearance at the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival that same year.

From the list of successful guest appearances ’04 Dance Europe at the Biennale de la danse de Lyon, Danspace Project at St. Mark’s Church in New York and the participation at the massive Danish cultural manifestation Superdanish at the Harbourfront Centre in Toronto can be mentioned. Kitt Johnson X-act has recently returned form the London International Mime Festival. 

Sture Ericson, Sweden
Composer and performing musician. Educated at The Music Conservatory of Gothenburg. Sture Ericson is the company’s composer and live musician. His electronic music is improvised according to the happenings on stage. Sture Ercison has worked with Kitt Johnson from X-act's formation in 1998.
Mogens Kjempff, Denmark
Mogens Kjempff has been with X-act since 1998. As the company’s light designer and technician he is an integrated part of the performance. Mogens Kjempff has worked within the world of the theatre since 1971. As a technician and light designer he has participated in a long series of dance productions and at various festivals. 
Charlotte Østergaard, Denmark
Garment designer. Charlotte Østergaard has designed costumes for the choreographers Kitt Johnson, Tim Rushton, Camilla Stage, Helle Bach etc. Charlotte Østergaard also presents her own couture collection at the designer collective ”Designer Zoo” in Copenhagen. During the winter of 2005 her designs can be seen at th Danish Design Centre in Copenhagen and at the Art Building in Århus, Denmark. She has cooperated with Kitt Johnson since 2002.
Theofanis Melas, Greece
Theofanis Melas is a poet, translator, visual artist and performer. His site specific performance works have been presented in several countries in Europe.
His writings are released mainly in Greece.
Please contact me for further information.

Yours sincerely,

Kitt Johnson X-act
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Peter Jentzsch

Producer

Mobile +45 23 82 08 82

Email peter@kittjohnson.dk

Website www.kittjohnson.dk

X-act is supported by the Committee for the Performing Arts under the Danish Arts Council during the 2004-06 seasons.
Rankefod is produced by Kitt Johnson X-act with the support of:
The Wilhelm Hansen Foundation, the Augustinus Foundation, the Danish Arts Foundation and the Danish State Workshops for Art and Crafts.
�


Rankefod


13th-26th April ’05








Where?


Brøndsalen,�Det Kongelige Haveselskabs Have,�Frederiksberg Runddel (Copenhagen)





When?


Tue-Sun


13th-26th April 2005 at 8.30 p.m.





Tickets


www.billetnet.dk / +45 70 15 66 65 or +45 29 91 87 13 (weekdays 1.00-4.00 p.m.)





Prices


DKK 110,-


Youth DKK 55,-





Workshops 


+45 29 91 87 13 (weekdays 1.00-4.00 p.m.)








www.rankefod.dk








